
Australia / New Zealand Cruise  September 24th to October 28th, 2012

by Bill & Marilyn Roses  (South Cariboo Dancers)

 
On September 23rd, 2012, Marilyn and I left 
on our trip of a lifetime. This was to celebrate 
our 50th anniversary which actually was on 
September 1st. We flew via WestJet from 
Vancouver B.C. to Honolulu, Hawaii for a one 
night stay. On September 24th we boarded 
Royal Caribbean International's  “Radiance of 
the Seas”  bound for Sydney, Australia under 
the command of Captain William S. Wright. 

From September 24th to September 29th we 
were at sea. 

On September 30th we arrived at Papeete , 
Tahiti, French Polynesia. We took a 2 1/2 hour 

bus tour to look at Tahiti's East Coast highlights, very colourful with brilliant blue lagoons, jagged cliffs, 
endless groves of coconut trees and a hint of Gardenia in the air. The water front was bustling, and the 
market brimming with everything from fresh fruit to artisan treasures. Temperature was 27 degrees Celsius 
with humidity of 60%. 

On October 1st we arrived at Moorea , French Polynesia where we went on a bus tour around the island of 
Moorea, passing pineapple fields, views from Belvedere Lookout passing through the Districts of Haapiti, 
Afareitu and Papetoai, stopping at the Tiki Village with its beautiful white sand beach. Temperature was 27 
degrees Celsius with humidity of 64%. 

On October 2nd we arrived at Bora Bora, French Polynesia, unquestionably one of the most romantic and 
most magical destinations on earth. Honeymooners and Hollywood types flock here to enjoy the white sand 
beaches. Over-the-water bungalows are the norm here. The Hilton Hotel rates are up to $800.00 per night. 
The island is also famous for Black Pearls available in the tiny harbour town of Vaitape. We toured across 
the lagoon to view the marine life on a glass bottomed boat. Temperature was 28 degrees Celsius with 
humidity of 64%. 

On October 3rd to 7th we were at sea. 

On October 8th we arrived at Wellington, New Zealand. On our journey from Bora Bora we ran into 10 
meter waves lasting for a whole day. The port of Wellington was buzzing with activity mainly with the 
export of Radiatta Pine logs to China. Wellington is known for filming of director Peter Jackson's "Lord of 
the Rings". We took a 4 1/2 hour bus tour - "Wellington City and Shipwreck Coast". Strolling through 
Wellington's botanical gardens first, we then visited Pencarrow Head with the country’s oldest lighthouse. 
We then visited Pencarrow Station where we were served a delicious lunch with refreshments. This is one of 
the area’s first sheep and cattle stations. The rancher put on a demonstration with his sheep dogs herding the 
sheep around at his command. Temperature was 15 degrees Celsius with humidity of 72%.

On October 9th we arrived at Picton, New Zealand. We docked at the only pier available in the port. As in 
Wellington their main export activity was Radiatta Pine logs to China. We took a tour on a catamaran 
through Queen Charlotte Sound viewing the bird and wildlife sanctuaries along the way. We were let off the 
vessel on the far side of the sound where we boarded a bus to continue our journey back to the ship. En route 



we visited Pollard Park, beautifully laid out with floral displays and streams - a photographer's dream come 
true! Temperature was 14 degrees Celsius with humidity at 76%.

On October 10th and 11th we were at sea. Going across the Tasman Sea, we ran into 124 kph winds on the 
starboard side of the ship. They kept the GPS that steers the ship busy doing corrections most of the way to 
Sydney. 

On October 12th we arrived at Sydney, Australia and docked at "Circular Quay" right across from the 
Sydney Opera House and in front of the Sydney Harbour Bridge. This was the end of a 17 night journey. We 
were fortunate to have a Deluxe Oceanview Cabin c/w Balcony. There was no end of choices for excellent 
food aboard the ship for breakfasts, lunches and dinners with snacks available anytime 24/7. Entertainment 
was spectacular every night with very talented entertainers playing instruments and singing - as well as 
Hollywood shows. 

Part 2 - Continuing on a second cruise starting in Sydney and going around the Top End of Australia 
down to Perth on the West Coast 

On October 12th we again boarded the "Radiance of the Seas" for a second (back-to-back ) Cruise around 
Australia. We sailed at 6:30 p.m. 

On October 13th, we were at sea. On October 14th we arrived at Brisbane. We took a bus tour of the 
historical sights passing Parliament House, The Treasury Building, City hall and the Old Customs House 
stopping at "Lone Tree Koala Sanctuary" where we saw Kangaroos, Wallabies, Tasmanian Devils, 
Crocodiles and numerous other creatures including at least 200 Koalas from large males and females to 
babies. They are so cute but sleep at least 20 hours a day. They eat only leaves from a Gum tree that gives 
them very little nourishment, thus no energy. 

On October 15th we were at sea. 

On October 16th we arrived at Airlie Beach, south of The Great Barrier Reef. The ship could not anchor any 
closer to the reef. We took a 2 1/2 hour ride on a Catamaran to the reef in 4 1/2 foot waves. Of the 258 
people onboard at least 100 were seasick. The Company that owns the Catamaran has a pontoon anchored on 
the reef at least 50' x 100' where they tie up to. From here we boarded a glass bottomed boat and a mini sub 
to view the coral and sea life. The tide was so high it was not easily visible. The trip lasted around seven 
hours. Temperature was 28 degrees Celsius with humidity at 59%. 

On October 17th, 18th & 19th we were at sea. We travelled through The Great Barrier Reef with the aid of a 
Pilot who was on board for the three days pointing out landmarks along the route. If the ship had gone 
around the reef it would have taken an extra five days. 

On October 20th we arrived at Darwin. We took a 1 1/2 hour bus tour viewing Christchurch Cathedral, 
Government House, Old Admiralty House and the Botanical Gardens and past the luxury waterfront houses. 
Temperature was 33 degrees Celsius with humidity at 58%.

On October 21st and 22nd we were at sea. 

On October 23rd we took a side trip to Benoa, Bali, Indonesia. Our bus tour took us for two hours north into 
the jungle to Taro to an Elephant Safari Park. This was one of the highlights of the second cruise. They had 
33 elephants in the park Ranging from small babies to 25/30 year olds. They put on a display with them 
walking on logs about three feet off the ground to sit-ups and playing games. It was amazing what they can 



be taught. Marilyn had her photo taken with her arms 
around the trunk of a large elephant and another with a 
baby with its trunk around her neck. Our tour included 
a buffet luncheon. What a selection!  Didn't know 
where to begin and could not possibly try everything! 
After lunch we went on an elephant ride for 35 
minutes through the jungle. The elephant opened and 
closed the gates automatically. There was a driver with 
Marilyn and myself on board. What an experience! 
Then a two hour bus ride to the ship. Temperature was 
31 degrees Celsius with humidity at 71 %. 

On October 24th we were at sea. 

On October 25th we arrived at Port Hedlund, one of 
the largest seaports in Australia for mining and salt 

production. The main reason the ship calls here is for the availability of fuel. Port Hedlund, with a population 
of 20,000, is the highest tonnage port in Australia. It is a natural deep anchorage port which, as well as being 
the main fuel and container receival point for the region. In August 2010 the port exported 13.6 million 
tonnes of Iron Ore. Other major resource activities supported include the offshore Natural Gas Fields, Salt, 
Manganese and Livestock. Dampier Salt Limited's Port Hedlund operation has a current production 
capability of 3.2 million tonnes per year. With other products as salt, manganese and copper total trade for 
the last financial year reached 247 million tonnes. Ships depart on a daily basis, carrying huge quantities of 
cargo. Temperature was 34 degrees Celsius with humidity at 44%. 

On October 26th we were at sea. 

On October 27th we arrived at Geraldton. We took a three hour bus tour 
to Greenough Wildlife, Bird Park and Leaning Tree Pioneer Village. They 
had a recovery area for wildlife that had lost their parents. Marilyn got to 
hold a 3 month old gray Kangaroo and a 10 month old red Kangaroo Joey 
that had lost their mothers. They had all kinds of sheep, goats, emus, 
snakes, and birds as well as a 12 foot Crocodile. Are they ever vicious and 
ugly when viewing from about four feet! 

The Leaning Trees are 
actually that. They grow 
about four feet out of the 
ground and then they go 

exactly horizontal facing away from the shore (wind). 
Temperature was 36 degrees Celsius with humidity of 25%.

On October 28th we arrived at Perth. Actually, we docked in Freemantle, approximately 10 km from 
downtown Perth. This was the end of our second cruise - 16 nights. We had a cabin on the third deck for this 
voyage with a three foot diameter round window. Again the food and entertainment was excellent as on the 
first cruise. We departed the ship, cleared customs and immigration and boarded a tour bus for a city tour and 



a lunch stop before they dropped us off at our pre-booked hotel. We found out that the cost of living in 
Australia was a little more expensive than at home. On the lunch stop we had a Hamburger each with a cold 
drink for a cost of ADS 26.88. ($C27.88)

We spent two nights in Perth touring their Botanical gardens and going to the Perth Zoo, a 5 minute ferry 
ride from downtown Perth. Supper the first night was Fish and Chips ($22.00 ea) a glass of Beer ($9.20) and 
a bottle of Smirnoff Ice ($10.00 ) - Total $63.20. 

On October 30th we flew to Sydney -  a little over four hours. We spent three nights in Sydney and toured 
the Sydney Opera House, went to Manley Beach on the ferry. We found that as seniors we were entitled to a 
special pass for transportation: $2.50 each for an all day pass good for all methods of transportation. We also 
went to the Sydney Zoo but after seeing the Perth Zoo were disappointed. Firstly the cost was double for 
Sydney and the park was not laid out as well and the display of animals was not as good. We did not take the 
climb up the outside girder of the Sydney Harbour Bridge. For $198.00 you are cabled together with 8-10 
other people so you cannot fall and at the end you get a photo from the top. You cannot take anything 
including a camera with you! 

On November 2nd, our breakfast at Sydney Airport prior to boarding our flight was $55.50 for two eggs 
each, two pieces of fatty bacon each, two small pieces of toast each with two glasses of Orange Juice each 
and one cup of coffee.  We boarded a Quantas 747 and flew for 13 1/2 hours to Los Angeles and then an 
additional 3 hours from Los Angeles to Vancouver on Alaska Airlines. 

We are glad to be home but had a wonderful and memorable trip.   

If you have questions or comments for Bill and Marilyn, they can be reached at bilmar2@hotmail.com
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